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HALAL MARKET IN JAPAN
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Muslims are requested to consume only halal foods which mean foods that are permissible for Muslims to eat or drink under Islamic
Shari*ah (law). With the recent increasing global demand, food industry is the largest industry that is mostly seeking for halal.
However, it is pretty challenging to prepare Halal food in non-Islam countries like Japan.

According to Yusof Md Shazlinda and Shutto Nuriyoki (2014) and Halal Gourmet Japan, currently, there are 49 halal food shops and
526 muslim friendly restaurants across Japan. The numbers however, concentrated mainly at Tokyo. In rural areas, Muslims will have
to place orders via internet or phone calls. Table 1 shows number of halal foods stores and muslim friendly restaurant in Japan.

Table 1: Number of halal foods stores and muslim 1 © €nsure the product or the restaurant are halal, some company make an effort to

friendly restaurant in Japan apply halal certification to get halal certificate. After they get halal certificate, they
allow to put halal logo on their labeling or their restaurants. By the logo the product
Halal Food M_US"m can get more credibility from muslim customer.

Perfecture Stores Rgggtegm In Japan, there are several organizations, companies, or association that offer
halal certification service, beside that they also offer education service about halal
Tokyo 29 289 knowledge. Their efforts to help food industries in Japan meet demand and

requirement of halal market in Japan.
There are two types of halal certificate which valid in Japan such as international
Precf)etrc:teurres 27 237 halal certificate and local halal certificate. International halal certificate can be valid
for international and Japanese market, meanwhile local halal certificate only can be
Total 49 526 valid for Japanese market. Local halal certification process is adjusted based on

Japanese market circumstances which consist of several standards that should be

fulfilled, there are:
1. Food ingredients

All ingredients used for halal menu are halal.

2. Storage

All food ingredients used for halal menu are stored separately from cooking utensils used for non halal menu.
3. Cooking method

Halal menu is prepared using cooking utensil which are used only for halal menu.

4. Reservation

Some restaurants require reservation for halal menu.

5. Alcohol and non halal menu

Alcohol and non halal menu might be available for non muslim customer. Beside that, probably there will be some criteria or steps that
should be followed by company when they want to register their menu or product to get local halal certificate.

| think by increasing number of halal food store or muslims friendly restaurant in Japan will increase more number of muslim tourist
from around the world especially from South East Asia such as Indonesia and Malaysia, beside tourist, it will also increase number of
students that decide to study in Japan. During internship, i can learn a lot about food labeling and write articles about halal which give
me other perspective and comparison between two different countries. I' m so happy to stay in Japan.

Yusof Md Shazlinda and Shutto Nuriyoki. 2014. “The Development of Halal Food Market in Japan: An Exploratory Study” International Halal Conference, PWTC, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia. http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1877042814011434
Halal Gourmet Japan https://www.halalgourmet.jp
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